
Directions: Take 10 
Minutes to Close 
Read your 
Comparing Politcial 
Systems Article.

With your Group use 
your Data, Personal 
Knowledge and 
Opinions to answer 
the following 
Questions…

GOOD LUCK!!!!!

Brainstorm the 1st 2
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Politics, Why Do We Need It?
 When we deal with Politics 

we are dealing with the 
workings of Government 
Systems. Brainstorm at 
least 8 Reasons We Need 
Government or 8 Policies 
that All Governments 
Provide.

 Examples Include….An 
Amount of Control over the 
Population, Economic 
Systems, Law/Order, 
Protection, Rules, Stability, 
Structure, ect.

 Societies Lacking 
Government are Considered 
to have Anarchy or…





2 Types of Governments

Democratic Governments
 Created for the People, 

by the People, with power 
derived from the People

Totalitarian Governments





2 Types of Democracies

1. Direct Democracy

2. Representative 
Democracy
A. Republic

B. Parliamentary System



General Characteristics of           
ALL Democracies

1. People Participate          
Ex)

 Voting, Run for Office, 
Petition, Protest, etc.

2. Written Bill of Rights 
Ex)

 1st Expression, 2nd

Arms, 5th Remain Silent, 
etc.

3. Other (Assumed) 
Freedoms
Ex)

 Education, Leisure, 
Occupation, Travel, etc. 





2 Types of Governments

Democratic Governments
 Created for the People, 

by the People, with power 
derived from the People

Totalitarian Governments
Created by a select few, 

backed by an elite and 
more importantly the 
Military



5 Types of Totalitarian 
Governments

1. Communism or…

2. Dictatorship or…

3. Monarchy or…

4. Military 
Government or…

5. Nazism / Fascism 
or…



General Characteristics of           
ALL Totalitarian Governments

1. People Participate however…
Ex)

 Can Vote but…, Can Petition or 
Protest but…, etc.

2. Bill of Rights however…
Ex)

 Not Written Down, Doesn’t Apply 
to All People Equally, Can 
Speak Out but…, etc.

3. Other (Non- Assumed) 
Freedoms …

Ex)

 Government determines your 
Education, Leisure, Occupation, 
Travel, etc



Quiz Time Kids!!! 
Yeah!!!

In your Supplemental 
Pack.

Identify 3 Characteristics 
for each portion of the 
Diagram.

Use Bullets

1
2
3

1
2
3

1
2
3



Honors: Government & Cows
 PURE ANARCHY: You have two cows. Either you sell the milk at a 

fair price or your neighbors try to take the cows and kill you.
 FEUDALISM: You have two cows. Your lord takes some of the milk.
 PURE DEMOCRACY: You have two cows. Your neighbors decide 

who gets the milk.
 REPRESENTATIVE DEMOCRACY: You have two cows. Your 

neighbors pick someone to tell you who get the milk.
 BUREAUCRACY: You have two cows. At first the government 

regulates what you can feed them and when you can milk them. 
Then it pays you not to milk them. Then it takes both, shoots one, 
milks the other and pours the milk down the drain. Then it requires 
you to fill out forms accounting for the missing cows.

 DICTATORSHIP: You have two cows. The government takes both 
and drafts you.

 RUSSIAN COMMUNISM: You have two cows. You have to take 
care of them, but the government takes all the milk.

 FASCISM: You have two cows. The government takes both, hires 
you to take care of them and sells you the milk.



Economics Made Easy

Part I: Close Read the Economic Article and Highlight the Key Points.  
With your group Brainstorm what you know about the following topics
1. Create a working definition of the terms Capitalism, Economic 
Systems, Factors or Means of Production, Incentives, Profit 
Motive, and Scarcity.
2. List all the items you would need (be general) if you were to begin 
any type of Business.
3. Explain the ‘Laws of Supply and Demand’.   Are the laws effective 
in a country like the United States?  Why or Why not?
4. In Totalitarian Governments do those countries use the ‘Laws of 
Supply and Demand’?  Why or Why not?  If not what do they use?









Directions: Take 10 
Minutes to Close 
Read your 
Comparing 
Economic Systems 
Article.

With your Group use 
your Data, Personal 
Knowledge and 
Opinions to answer 
the following 
Questions…

GOOD LUCK!!!!!



What are Economic Systems?

Definition: All Economic Systems determine how to 
use Scarce or Limited Resources to Satisfy the Basic 
Needs and Wants of the Population based on their own 
Means or Factors of Production.



The Factors of Production?

What are the  ‘Means or Factors of Production’? 
 Answer: What you need to Produce Goods or Service.

Examples of Factors of Production include… 
 Capital or $, Communication Systems, Labor Source, Land, 

N. Resources, Transportation Systems, etc.



All Economic Systems Determine…

When starting a Business for the first time What 3 
Questions Should Be Answered???
1. What Good and Services to Produce?
2. How to Produce the Product or Service        

specifically what ‘Factors of Production’ are 
needed and the specific amount?

3. * Where to Sell the product *?



However…. In Traditional 
Economic Systems

Question? If People Lacked $, 
How did Traditional Systems 
fulfill their needs and Wants???

1. Subsistence Farming or 
Growing only enough for yourself 
to survive

2. Bartering or Trading a good 
or service for another good.

3. (Brainstorm) What other 
possible ways could people 
acquire goods and services in a 
Traditional Economy? 



Directions: For Each 
Economic System 
you will see 2 
Columns indicated by 
a circle and a dash

The Circle 
Represents the ‘Rule’ 
or first portion of the 
Slide

The Dash Represents 
the Effects or 
Explanation of the 
particular Rule



2 Types of Economic Systems

Free Market Economy or ‘Capitalism’
Based on the idea that owners create a business in order 
to make a Profit or money known as Profit Motive



Free-Market 
Economy

Explain the basic 
Concept of ‘Supply 
and Demand’ within 
your Group

o In Capitalism 
People Decide what 
to produce, how to 
produce and when 
to produce based 
on the Natural Laws 
of ‘Supply and 
Demand’



Free- Market Economy

o In Capitalism 
business is privately 
owned leading to a 
Variety of Goods 
produced by many 
Companies

Therefore 
Competition is high
causing many 
business to fail



Free- Market Economy

o In Capitalism
Owners are motivated 
by Profit

Will lure potential 
customers with 
Incentives or _______ 
including…



Free- Market Economy

o Due to the intense 
Competition 
amongst many similar 
businesses in a 
Capitalistic System 

Buyers should receive 
High Quality Goods
with Reasonable 
Prices. Examples 
include…



Directions: For Each 
Economic System 
you will see 2 
Columns indicated by 
a circle and a dash

The Circle 
Represents the ‘Rule’ 
or first portion of the 
Slide

The Dash Represents 
the Effects or 
Explanation of the 
particular Rule



2 Types of Economic Systems

Command Economy or a ‘Planned Economy’  
Based on the idea that the government knows best and 
can determine how to use the Factors of Production better 
than the population.



Command Economy

o In a Planned Economy 
the Government Decides
what to produce, how to 
produce and when to 
produce based on the 
Natural Laws of 
themselves!

 Explain the basic 
Concept of Not having 
‘Supply and Demand’
regulating your economy 
within your Group



Command Economy

 Due to a Lack of 
Competition the 
consumer will not have 
many options 
including..

o In a Planned Economy each 
business is Government 
owned. Therefore there is No 
Variety of Goods since there 
is only 1 Central Company



Command Economy

Will lure potential 
customers with 
Non-Incentives 
including…

o In a Command 
Economy the 
Government is still 
motivated by Profit



Command Economy

o As a consumer the lack 
of  competition amongst 
business should lead to 
Low Quality Goods
with Un-Reasonably 
High Prices

 Additionally 
consumers will see 
Long Lines and 
Shortages of even the 
most necessary items


